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LAW SOCIETY WELCOMES LEGAL PRACTICE BILL;
COMMITS TO ENGAGING IN DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER STAKEHOLDERS

The Law Society of South Africa (LSSA) welcomes the publication of the long-awaited
Legal Practice Bill. ‘This Bill has been in the making for more than a decade, and
throughout that process, the LSSA has been cooperating with the Department of Justice
and Constitutional Development and other stakeholders as it has been of the view that
the existing Attorneys Act of 1979 is outdated and needs to be replaced with new
legislation that unites the legal profession, complies with the Constitution, the
Competition Act and transformation imperatives. In addition, the Bill must do the
necessary to guarantee that the profession is governed and regulated in the best way to
serve the public interest, while maintaining the independence of the profession. The Bill
must ensure access to justice for members of the public and equitable access to the
profession and to legal work for legal practitioners,” say LSSA Co-Chairpersons Krish
Govender and Jan Stemmett.

‘The Legal Practice Bill contains a number of good provisions, but where we believe
there is room for improvement, we will engage the Justice Department, the Justice
Portfolio Committee and other stakeholders to deal with any aspect which may be a
cause for concern. We must ensure that, when the Legal Practice Act is passed, it
complies with the above criteria,” add Mr Govender and Mr Stemmett.

In addition, LSSA will participate in the transitional process after implementation of the
Act, confident that the Transitional Council envisaged in the Bill will set the necessary
framework in place to ensure a better dispensation for the profession and for the public,
whom the profession serves.
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About the LSSA:

The Law Society of South Africa brings together its six constituent members — the Cape Law
Society, the KwaZulu-Natal Law Society, the Law Society of the Free State, the Law Society of
the Northern Provinces, the Black Lawyers Association and the National Association of
Democratic Lawyers — in representing South Africa’s 20 700 attorneys and 5 000 candidate
attorneys.




