P RESS R ELEASE
3 April 2011: For immediate release

LAW SOCIETY CALLS FOR RESPECT FOR THE COURTS AND JUDICIAL
OFFICERS
The Law Society of South Africa (LSSA) urges all legal practitioners – attorneys and advocates –
to respect the dignity of the courts and of judicial officers.
‘Although the LSSA will not comment specifically on the incident in the Western Cape High Court
involving Mr Ballem and Judge Bozalek as we understand the Cape Bar Council is dealing with
the matter, it is important to stress that legal practitioners must conduct themselves with courtesy
and respect towards all participants in legal proceedings so as to ensure compliance with the
rules and procedures for the fair conduct of such proceedings,’ say LSSA Co-Chairpersons Nano
Matlala and Praveen Sham
‘Attorneys and advocates must, at all times, maintain the highest standards of professionalism in
the performance of their duties, and must extend to all colleagues, judges, academics,
professionals and litigants, including persons from foreign jurisdictions, cordiality and respect at
all times. Any lesser conduct is unacceptable in the legal profession,’ say Mr Matlala and Mr
Sham.
The client’s right to access to justice and a speedy resolution of his or her matter should not be
prejudiced by unacceptable behavior by legal practitioners, whether they be advocates or
attorneys.
The LSSA would, however, like to use this opportunity to refer to the difficult and stressful
conditions which legal practitioners are often obliged to work under in our courts.
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Editor’s note:

The Law Society of South Africa brings together its six constituent members – the Cape Law
Society, the KwaZulu-Natal Law Society, the Law Society of the Free State, the Law Society of
the Northern Provinces, the Black Lawyers Association and the National Association of
Democratic Lawyers – in representing South Africa’s 20 000 attorneys and 5 000 candidate
attorneys.
In Afrikaans items, please refer to the ‘Prokureursorde van Suid-Afrika’.
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